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ADDITIONAL NOTE ON BASSAEICYON GABBII. 
BY JOEL ASAPH ALLEN. 

About a year since, in the Proceedings of the Academy of 
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, 1 I described and gave figures 
of the skull of Bassaricyon Gabbii, a new Procyonid, and pointed 
out its distinctive cranial characteristics. At that time the skin, 
belonging to the same individual as the skull, had been accident- 
ally mislaid, and could not then be found. Since that time, in 
re-arranging the collections at the National Museum, it has come 
to light, and has been kindly forwarded to me for description by 
Professor Spencer F. Baird. As stated in the original descrip- 
tion of the species, the only specimens thus far known to natural- 
ists consists of the skin and skull of a single individual collected 
in Costa Rica by Mr. William M. Gabb, during his recent survey 
of that Republic. The skull indicated a form widely distinct, 
generically, from any other known Procyonid, presenting several 
features of resemblance to Bassaris. In external form, however, 
it proves to be much like Nasua, though very much smaller, and 
with a quite different pattern of coloration. The skin has been 
finely mounted by Professor Ward, of Rochester, N. Y., and offers 
the following characters (Plate 2) : — 

Nose produced, as long or longer than in Nasna, and of similar 
form ; ears rather small, rounded, about an inch in length, and 
about as broad as long; claws large and strong, moderately 
curved and pointed, gradually tapering to the end, those of the 
fore-feet nearly an inch in length — much longer and less curved 
than those of the hind-feet ; tail long, the vertebrae alone fully 
one-half the length of the head and body. General color of the 
body brownish-black, with the tips of the hairs rusty-yellow, espe- 
cially over the thoracic portion of the dorsal surface. Nose and 
chin grayish-white, this color extending back in a narrow streak 
along each side of the nose to behind the eye, the streaks being 
separated by a narrow band of black ; the gray of the chin also 
extends posteriorly on either side to beyond the angle of the 
mouth ; a small whitish spot below the eye and another on the 

1 Description of a new generic type (Bassaricyon) of Procyonida, from 
Costa Rica. Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila., 1876, pp. 20-23, pi. I. 
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cheek ; also an indistinctly defined area of whitish on the sides 
of the neck, immediately in front of the shoulder ; throat and 
breast pale yellowish-brown, varying to grayish-brown, much 
lighter than the general coloration. Ears within and on the edges 
yellowish-white; externally brownish-black. Tail basally con- 
color with the back, passing into black at the tip, wholly without 
lighter rings, or even traces of them ; hence the coloration of the 
tail is entirely different from that met with in Nasua and Procyon. 
The pelage is rather full and soft, and brownish beneath the sur- 
face. The long hairs are, many of them, faintly tipped with pale 
rusty ; these rusty tips are most numerous over the anterior half 
of the back, where they are also longer and of a lighter or more 
golden tint. The ventral surface of the body is scarcely lighter 
than the back. Size nearly that of Mustela Pennanti. Length 
from the tip of the nose to the eye, .3.01 (inches) ; to ear, 5.00 ; to 
occiput, 5.60 ; to base of tail, 21.00; tail vertebrae, 11.25 ; tail to 
end of hairs, 12.15 ; fore-foot, 3.00 ; hind-foot, 3.85. 

In general form, especially in the long slender nose, and some- 
what in the pictura of the face, this species bears considerable 
resemblance to Nasua, much more resembling the species of this 
genus than those of Procyon. The claws, however, are much 
longer and more attenuated, and the general form of the body is 
slenderer and the tail longer. In dentition and cranial charac- 
ters, however, this species differs widely in nearly every detail 
from any other known form of the family. 

The specimen here described and figured is a fully adult (in fact, 
quite aged, as shown by the skull and dentition) female. Tala- 
manca, Costa Rica (Gabb). 



